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DIVISION 2. HEALING ARTS [500 - 4999.129] ( Division 2 enacted by Stats. 1937, Ch. 399. )
CHAPTER 4. Dentistry [1600 - 1976] ( Chapter 4 added by Stats. 1937, Ch. 415.)

ARTICLE 2.6. Continuing Education [1645 - 1645.2] ( Article 2.6 added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 872.)

1645. (a) (1) All holders of licenses under this chapter shall continue their education after receiving a license as a condition to the
renewal thereof, and shall obtain evidence satisfactory to the board that they have, during the preceding two-year period, obtained
continuing education relevant to developments in the practice of dentistry and dental assisting consistent with regulations
established by the board.

(2) The board shall adopt regulations providing for the suspension of the licenses at the end of the two-year period until
compliance with this section is accomplished.

(b) The board may also, as a condition of license renewal, require licensees to successfully complete a portion of the required
continuing education hours in specific areas adopted in regulations by the board. The board may prescribe this mandatory
coursework within the general areas of patient care, health and safety, law and ethics, and the risks of addiction associated with the
use of Schedule Il drugs. The mandatory coursework prescribed by the board shall not exceed 15 hours per renewal period for
dentists, and 7.5 hours per renewal period for dental auxiliaries. Any mandatory coursework required by the board shall be credited
toward the continuing education requirements established by the board pursuant to subdivision (a).

(c) For a retired dentist who provides only uncompensated care, the board shall not require more than 60 percent of the hours of
continuing education that are required of other licensed dentists. Notwithstanding subdivision (b), all of the hours of continuing
education as described in this subdivision shall be gained through courses related to the actual delivery of dental services to the
patient or the community, as determined by the board. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to reduce any requirements
imposed by the board pursuant to subdivision (b).

(d) Satisfactory completion of courses in the following subjects shall count as continuing education in courses in the actual delivery
of dental services to the patient or the community:

(1) Licensee mental health and wellness and its impact on the delivery of dental services.
(2) Diversity, equity, and inclusion and its impact on the delivery of dental services.

(Amended by Stats. 2024, Ch. 483, Sec. 11. (SB 1453) Effective January 1, 2025.)

1645.1. (a) A person who applies for licensure as a registered dental assistant shall provide evidence of having successfully
completed board-approved courses in infection control, the Dental Practice Act, basic life support, radiation safety and coronal
polishing. The length and content of the courses shall be governed by applicable board regulations. Failure to comply with this
section shall result in automatic suspension of the license, which shall be reinstated upon the receipt of evidence that the licensee
has successfully completed the required courses. Completion of the courses may be counted toward fulfillment of the continuing
education requirements governed by Section 1645.

(b) The holder of an inactive registered dental assistant license is only required to comply with subdivision (a) as a condition of
returning the holder’s license to active status.

(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 865, Sec. 39. (AB 1519) Effective January 1, 2020.)

1645.2. Any vaccine training program provided through the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the California
Pharmacists Association, including courses that were completed by a licensed dentist or a registered dental hygienist on or after
January 4, 2021, pursuant to the Department of Consumer Affairs public health emergency order DCA-20-104, DCA-21-111, DCA-
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21-113, or any subsequent waivers that supersede these waivers, and Section 1625.6 shall count toward the fulfillment of the
continuing education requirements governed by Sections 1645 and 1936.1.

(Added by Stats. 2021, Ch. 653, Sec. 3. (AB 526) Effective October 8, 2021.)




